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June 22, 2020

To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding the allegations of not following District fundraising guidelines appropriately, | maintain
that | followed the directions of my Athletic Director, Patricia Fitzhugh. Since | took over as Head
Football Coach, including the concessions and parking fundraiser, at Wellington High School in
20121 have followed the same procedures as directed by WHS Athletic Director Ms. Fitzhugh.
Ms. Fitzhugh stated that she was responsibie for all ticket sales and directed me to deposit $900
or less into parking after each game. Any excess over $900, | was directed to deposit with
concessions. Since all of the money was going into the same account, | didn't realize it was a
problem. To my knowledge, WHS treasure Dorothy Billie has accepted and processed all of the
parking and concessions deposits | have made for the past 7 years as Head Coach without
bringing the issue of ticket sales to my attention. Since reviewing the findings of the OIG | have
retaken both the fundraising and ticket sales trainings on PeopleSoft/ELearning and have made
incoming WHS Athletic Director Robert Callovi aware that we must sell parking tickets for all
future football games. It was never my intention to incorrectly deposit monies, | was at all times
simply following the direction of the Athletic Director at my school.

Sincerely,

Tom Abel

Wellington Community High School

Head Varsity Football Coach - AFCA/FACA

Head Boys Power/Strength Coach - USAW/NHSSCA
PE Department Chair

Office Phone: 561-791-9379

Cell: 810-531-3092

Email: thomas.abel@palmbeachschools.org

The BEST Teachers Coach Their Students And The BEST Coaches Are GREAT
Teachers! — Grant Teaff
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From: Pattie Fitzhugh <pattie.fitzhugh@palmbeachschools.org>
Sent: Saturday, June 27, 2020 12:40 AM

To: Oscar Restrepo

Subject: Re: Draft Report

Good Afternoon Mr. Restrepo,

In response to the investigation I would like to clarify the following from page 8 under CONCLUSION, Bullet
3 and 4:

Coach Abel was told (advised) by Athletic Director Pattie 'Fitzhugh he would have to complete a ticket report
for any deposit over $1000.00. Anything under $1000.00 did not need a ticket report.

After this initial investigation I, as Athletic Director, advised Coach Abel that in the future He assign the duties
of game day deposits and subsequent ticket reports to the coach on his staff that has been assigned eligibility
and financial responsibilities. My rationale for this advise was to keep these duties out of Coach Abels hands
and give to someone who is more focused on these aspects of responsibility.

Coach Abel thought that was a good idea.

Sincerely,

Pattie Fitzhugh

On Mon, Jun 8, 2020 at 2:21 PM Oscar Restrepo <oscar.restrepo@palmbeachschools.org> wrote:
Ms. Fitzhugh,

As the result of a complaint received in this Office, we have conducted an investigation as summarized
in the attached draft report. In accordance with Schoof Board Policy 1.092, you have the opportunity
to respond to the draft report within twenty (20) working days. If you do not wish to respond please
send me an email stating so at your earliest convenience. if you wish to respond please do so on or
by July 13, 2020.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you

Oscar Restrepo, CIG, CIGI
Director of Investigations

Office of Inspector General

Palm Beach County School District
3300 Forest Hill Blvd., Suite C-310
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

{561) 434-8183




Pattie Fitzhugh

Athletic Director

Wellington Community High School
2101 Greenview Shores Blud.
Wellington, FL. 33414

Office Phone 561-791-9388
Office FAX 561-333-4338




